
 
Pentecost VI – 2022 
 
 
‘I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is 
lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church.”  In the name.. 
 
 
It would seem I’m flunking out, friends.  Whatever life of the mind that I once fancied—for 
which I built a school, attended a seminary or two, and now wrote a book, has me quite busy in 
the kitchen with Martha….ha!  Oh to sit at the feet of Jesus!  Oh, to simply hear him speak.  I 
find this instructive, and not because Martha was wrong, but because she criticized what was 
better.  And it’s okay for certain things to be better.  Let’s not erase excellence for a 2-
dimensional world.  The Scripture itself says that some things are, in fact, ‘more excellent.”  
Jesus, though, didn’t remark on Martha’s dutifulness until she criticized her sister.   
 
 
The epistle/Gospel pairing is interesting to me today.  We are told in Luke to sit at the feet of 
Jesus. 
 
We are told in Colossians who this Jesus is. 
 
I wonder if Mary had insight….!  She knew him as friend and brother.  She knew him as healer 
and resurrector.  Was she starting to figure it out?  The passage in Colossians might as well be 
the pretext for the second paragraph of the creed. 
 
He is the ‘image’ (eikon) of the invisible God.  The exact visible, physical expression.   
 

15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all things 
in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for 
him. 17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head 
of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might 
come to have first place in everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 21And you who were 
once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22he has now reconciled in his 
fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable 
before him— 23provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, 
without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been 
proclaimed to every creature under heaven. 

 
These quotes: 1) in him all things were created, 2) all things have been created through him and 
for him, 3) he holds all things together, 4) he is the head of everything and firstborn of 
everything, and on and on. 
 



 
And then he reconciles.  And then he reconciles.  Because of hostility.  And Paul thinks that it’s 
worth suffering to preach that reconciliation.  That’s a wild thing to read and preach these 21 
centuries later. 
 
“To set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.”  As your Vicar, who adores every one of you, I 
call you not as though you are helpless and alone, but as those who are indwelled by Christ’s 
life-giving Spirit.  The love that created the world dwells more closely and more essentially to 
you than your own spouse.  Your own Vicar.  Your own children.  Do not demand of them what 
the Spirit alone can give.  Your world-system takes its dictates from the Spirit, who in this 
passage alone gives you the following (true of every baptized Christian in this room):  a 
complete fulfillment of the requirement of the law according to the Spirit; a complete resetting 
of your mind to things of the Spirit which include life and peace; an ability to please the God-
who-loves-you with your life; a belonging to God forevermore; righteousness; life for your 
mortal bodies that explodes death from the inside and gives you far greater realities than this 
shadowy earth can give.  Forgive my constant reference to this, but heavenly realities are MORE 
REAL.  This earth is the shadow.  We do not move from the hard realities of this life (beat on 
pulpit) to disembodied spiritual stuff in the next.  Heaven is far more real.  Far more 
substantive.  Far more thick.  Far more colorful.  Far more beautiful.  Sounds are better.  Smells 
are better.  Joy never flags.  As Lewis kind-of says, if we find fault and disappointment and 
waning satisfaction with everything that happens in this life, then it likely means that we were 
made for the life which is to come.  The life of the Spirit.  And God fulfills the demands he gives.  
Every time.  When you fail the law’s requirements, God in Christ fulfills it for you.  When your 
flesh is weak, the flesh of Christ is strong.   
 
Do not ‘be the change you wish to see in the world.’  Rather, fall upon the One who alone 
CHANGED the world system.  Do not reach for the stars, dear friends.  Fall upon the One who 
made the stars.  Do not pull yourselves up by your bootstraps, dear friends.  Fall upon the one 
who pulls heaven and earth together by his wounded feet and hands.  I refuse to preach some 
sermon of mankind and Him improved, but rather of Christ and Him crucified. 
 
At this altar, we are Mary.  Be Mary.  Sit.  There’s nothing more to do.  And you’re not just 
sitting with a really cool teacher.  You’re sitting with God. 
 
In the name… 
 
 
 
 
 


